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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This case has been reassigned to a new Examiner. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on 6/6/2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C, 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most 
nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. Applicant has not stated whether the cookies are 
stored on the local client, the remote servers, or the domain server. Applicant has not stated whether the 
URL links hosted at the servers expire the cookies from the remote servers, the domain server, or the 
local client. Applicant has not stated whether "expiring" the cookies involves deleting the cookies or 
merely changing the expiration date of the cookies. Applicant has not explained how a web page can be 
implemented which would allow cookies to expire from different web sites, how a URL on a web page 
would expire a cookie at a local client, or how expiring the cookies would achieve the multiple logout. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would be unaware how the cookie expiration via URLs on a web page 
functionality of the invention was implemented. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 , 6-7, and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Gupta et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 6.226.752) in view of Gifford et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,549,612). 

7. In regard to claim 1 , Gupta has disclosed the use of a logout page that utilized URLs to logout a 
system by way of utilizing cookies. Gupta, column 13, lines 41-65. The expiration of cookies was not 
expressly taught in Gupta. Gifford, in the same field of endeavor, taught a user interface with "logout" 
URL links that expired cookies by changing the expiration date and time of the cookie. Gifford, column 
13, lines 9-19. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
use the teachings of Gifford to modify Gupta because the expiration of cookies in Gupta would have been 
an added security measure to protect persons from unlawfully accessing private information on a 
network. 

8. In regard to claim 6, Gupta in view of Gifford is applied as in claim 1 . As shown in the rejection 
for claim 1 , cookies were expired in the Gupta / Gifford combination. 

9. Claim 7 has substantially the same limitations as claim 1 . 

1 0. Claim 1 5 has substantially the same limitations as claim 1 . 

11. Claims 2, 8, 10, 16-24, and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gupta in view of Gifford in further view of Official Notice. 

12. In regard to claim 2, Gupta in view of Gifford is applied as in claim 1 . Gupta and Gifford both 
failed to explicitly disclose sending an image to a browser as an acknowledgement of a logout. However, 
Official Notice is taken that images sent as acknowledgements of events were well known in the art in the 
early 1990s, in such programs as DOS Shell 5.0 and Windows 3.0. Therefore, it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to send a visual acknowledgement to 
the user of a function perfonmed by the Gupta/Gifford combination so that the user would know that the 
function had been completed successfully. 

1 3. Claim 8 has substantially the same limitations as claim 2. 

14. Claim 10 has substantially the same limitations as claims 1 and 2. 

15. In regard to claim 16, Gupta in view of Gifford covers substantially the same limitations as claims 
1-2. The receipt and display of images claimed in claim 16 has been substantially addressed in the 
rejection of claim 2. 

16. Claim 17 has substantially the same limitations as claims 1 and 2. 

17. Claim 18 has substantially the same limitations as claims 1 and 2. The receipt and display of 
images claimed in claim 18 has been substantially addressed in the rejection of claim 2 

18. In regard to claim 1 9, Gupta in view of Gifford in further view of Official Notice is applied as in 
claim 18. Gupta and Gifford fail to disclose the use of a checkmark image. However checkmarks are well 
known as multipurpose graphical symbols. It would be obvious to apply any image to the Gupta / Gifford 
combination as taught in claim 18, including a checkmark, to allow for full adaptability of the system. 

19. The limitations of claims 20-23 are taught within the rejections of claims 1 and 2. 

20. Claim 24 has substantially the same limitations as claims 1 and 2. 

21 . In regard to claim 26, Gupta in view of Gifford is applied as in claim 24. As previously shown in 
the rejection of claim 1, Gupta and Gifford both disclosed the use of logout links. 

22. In regard to claim 27, providing a logout link from a server is inherent to the Gupta / Gifford 
combination. 

23. Claims 3-5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gupta in view 
of Gifford in further view of Wu et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,774,551). 

24. In regard to claim 3, Gupta in view of Gifford is applied as in claim 1 . Gupta and Gifford have 
failed to disclose logging out multiple servers by use of a single logout link. However, Wu has taught the 
method of logging out multiple servers by selecting a single logout link in column 4, lines 3-24. Therefore 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
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Gupta/Gifford combination with the teachings of Wu to allow a single user to perfomn multiple logouts at 
the same time, thereby increasing user efficiency. 

25. In regard to claim 4, Gupta in view of Gifford in further view of Wu is applied as in claim 3. Wu 
further disclosed the logout was locatable on any of the multiple servers and an authentication server. In 
column 4, lines 3-24, the location of the link did not affect the Wu invention. 

26. In regard to claim 5, Gupta in view of Gifford in further view of Wu is applied as in claim 3. Wu 
further disclosed a visited sites cookie maintained a list of all sites logged into by the user. Wu's 
credentials in column 2, lines 19-31 corresponded to cookies, where cookies were understood to be 
personal data stored in a user computer that authenticated communication to a source. Gupta further 
disclosed that cookies in Gupta indicated the user's history and what servers the user would have wished 
to log out of in column 13, lines 41-64. 

27. Claim 9 has substantially the same limitations as claim 3. 

28. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gupta in view of Gifford 
in further view of Wu in further view of Official Notice. 

29. In regard to claim 25, Gupta in view of Gifford in further view of Official Notice is applied as in 
claim 24. Wu further disclosed a visited sites cookie maintained a list of all sites logged into by the user. 
Wu's credentials in column 2, lines 19-31 corresponded to cookies, where cookies were understood to be 
personal data stored In a user computer that authenticated communication to a source. Gupta further 
disclosed that cookies in Gupta indicated the user's history and what servers the user would have wished 
to log out of in column 13, lines 41-64. 

30. Claims 11-14, 33-34, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gupta in view of Gifford in further view of Montulli (U.S. Patent No. 5,774,670). 

31 . In regard to claim 1 1 , Gupta in view of Gifford is applied as in claim 1 . Gupta and Gifford both 
failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, Montulli described the 
original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, various types of data were 
presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibility of the cookie as taught by Montulli. 
Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the Gupta / Gifford combination as 
taught in the rejection of claim 1 to allow for adaptability of the software into multiple domains. 

32. In regard to claim 12, Gupta in view of Gifford in further view of Montulli is applied as in claim 11. 
The use of a list of servers that the user is logged into is inherent to the Gupta / Gifford combination in 
order to keep track of where the user is logged into in order to implement the logout procedure. 

33. In regard to claim 1 3, Gupta in view of Gifford in further view of Montulli is applied as in claim 1 1 . 
The use of a list of servers that the user is logged into for expiring the cookies is inherent to the Gupta / 
Gifford combination. 

34. In regard to claim 14, Gupta in view of Gifford in further view of Montulli is applied as in claim 1 1 . 
The instantiation of "different server pages" has been taught previously in the Gupta / Gifford 
combination. 

35. In regard to claim 33, Gupta in view of Gifford is applied as in claim 1 . Gupta and Gifford both 
failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, Montulli described the 
original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, various types of data were 
presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibility of the cookie as taught by Montulli. 
Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the Gupta / Gifford combination as 
taught in the rejection of claim 1 to allow for adaptability of the software into multiple domains. 

36. In regard to claim 34, Gupta in view of Gifford is applied as in claim 7. Gupta and Gifford both 
failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, Montulli described the 
original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, various types of data were 
presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibility of the cookie as taught by Montulli. 
Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the Gupta / Gifford combination as 
taught in the rejection of claim 7 to allow for adaptability of the software into multiple domains. 

37. In regard to claim 36, Gupta in view of Gifford is applied as in claim 15. Gupta and Gifford both 
failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, Montulli described the 
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original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, various types of data were 
presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibility of the cookie as taught by Montulli. 
Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the Gupta / Gifford combination as 
taught in the rejection of claim 15 to allow for adaptability of the software into multiple domains. 

38. Claims 29-32, 35, and 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gupta in view of Gifford in further view of Montulli in further view of Official Notice. 

39. In regard to claim 28, Gupta in view of Gifford in view of Official Notice is applied as in claim 24. 
Gupta and Gifford both failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, 
Montulli described the original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, 
various types of data were presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibility of the 
cookie as taught by Montulli. Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the 
Gupta / Gifford combination as taught in the rejection of claim 24 to allow for adaptability of the software 
into multiple domains. 

40. In regard to claim 29, Gupta in view of Gifford in view of Official Notice is applied as in claim 24. 
Gupta and Gifford both failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, 
Montulli described the original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, 
various types of data were presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibility of the 
cookie as taught by Montulli, Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the 
Gupta / Gifford combination as taught in the rejection of claim 24 to allow for adaptability of the software 
into multiple domains. 

41 . The limitations of claim 30 are taught previously in the rejection of claim 24. 

42. In regard to claim 31 , Gupta in view of Gifford in view of Official Notice is applied as in claim 24. 
Gupta and Gifford both failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, 
Montulli described the original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, 
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various types of data were presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibility of the 
cookie as taught by Montulli. Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the 
Gupta / Gifford combination as taught in the rejection of claim 24 to allow for adaptability of the software 
into multiple domains. 

43. The limitations of claim 32 are taught previously in the rejection of claim 24. 

44. In regard to claim 35, Gupta in view of Gifford in view of Official Notice is applied as in claim 10. 
Gupta and Gifford both failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, 
Montulli described the original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, 
various types of data were presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibility of the 
cookie as taught by Montulli. Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the 
Gupta / Gifford combination as taught in the rejection of claim 1 0 to allow for adaptability of the software 
into multiple domains. 

45. In regard to claim 37, Gupta in view of Gifford in view of Official Notice is applied as in claim 16. 
Gupta and Gifford both failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, 
Montulli described the original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, 
various types of data were presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibility of the 
cookie as taught by Montulli. Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the 
Gupta / Gifford combination as taught in the rejection of claim 16 to allow for adaptability of the software 
into multiple domains. 

46. In regard to claim 38, Gupta in view of Gifford in view of Official Notice is applied as in claim 17. 
Gupta and Gifford both failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, 
Montulli described the original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, 
various types of data were presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibility of the 
cookie as taught by Montulli. Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the 
Gupta / Gifford combination as taught in the rejection of claim 17 to allow for adaptability of the software 
into multiple domains. 

47. In regard to claim 39, Gupta in view of Gifford in view of Official Notice is applied as in claim 18. 
Gupta and Gifford both failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, 
Montulli described the original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, 
various types of data were presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibilrty of the 
cookie as taught by Montulli. Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the 
Gupta / Gifford combination as taught in the rejection of claim 18 to allow for adaptability of the software 
into multiple domains. 

48. In regard to claim 40, Gupta in view of Gifford in view of Official Notice is applied as in claim 24. 
Gupta and Gifford both failed to explicitly disclose the type of data that is stored in a cookie. However, 
Montulli described the original intent of the cookie. Throughout Montulli, including Examples 1 and 2, 
various types of data were presented as being stored within a cookie, thus showing the flexibility of the 
cookie as taught by Montulli. Therefore, based upon this original teaching of the cookie, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to store any type of data in the 
Gupta / Gifford combination as taught in the rejection of claim 24 to allow for adaptability of the software 
into multiple domains. 

Response to Arguments 

49. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-40 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Jeffrey R. Swearingen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3921 . The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Jason Cardone can be reached on 571-272-3933. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomnation for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 



Private PAIR only. For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ 




Jason Cardone 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2145 



